
THE DISTRICT 39 BOARD OF EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE of the WHOLE 

Monday, November 7, 2022  
8:00 a.m. 

Mikaelian Education Center 
615 Locust Rd. 

 
A District 39 Board of Education Committee of the Whole meeting was held on Monday, 
November 7, 2022. 
 
Committee of the Whole members present: Amy Poehling, Jon Cesaretti, Anne Hart, Bonnie Kim, 
Frank Panzica, Lisa Schneider-Fabes, Erin Stone  
 
Administrators present: Kari Cremascoli, Corey Bultemeier, Tony DeMonte, Heather Glowacki,  
Katie Lee, Kristin Swanson 
 
Others present: Joe Papanicholas and Steve East of Nicholas and Associates, Colby Lewis of STR 
Architects 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
President Poehling called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.  
 

II. APPROVE THE MINUTES 
Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica, to accept the Minutes of the October 17, 2022 
Special/Committee of the Whole Meeting. The minutes were approved as submitted by  
Roll Call Vote. 

 
III. FACILITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (FDC) ITEMS 

A. 2023 Summer Construction Planning Update 
Mr. Papanicholas noted construction designs are at 100% completion and ready to go out 
for bids later this week. The baseline budget established earlier this year is still on track, 
however, it is unknown where the market will be at bid time. Bids will be presented for  
Board approval at the December Board of Education meeting.  
 

IV. SCHOOL FINANCE COMMITTEE (SFC) ITEMS 
A. Estimated 2022 Tax Levy  

Mr. Bultemeier stated the Cook County Clerk’s office released the final tax extension 
numbers by area/community in time for bills to be sent out in November with due date in 
December.  
 
The final tax levy will be presented at the Levy Hearing held prior to the December 12 
Board of Education meeting. Local property taxes are 83% of the District’s total revenue. 
Mr. Bultemeier provided a history of Consumer Price Index (CPI) over the last 20 years, 
a key driver of the District’s annual tax levy, and discussed new construction projects that 
would provide additional tax revenue for the future. He reported the estimated amount for 
new property growth is approximately $14M and the Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) 
dropped 7.8%. Based on these considerations and the Limiting Rate Estimate calculation, 
which is 2.7173%, the levy request is estimated at 5.0% for CPI plus an estimated 2.2% 
for New Property Growth. The total 2022 tax levy request is $62,112,871.  
 
Members discussed senate Bill 508 adjustment rates, new property growth, and the EAV. 

 



 
B. Fiscal Year 2022 Audit Presentation 

Nick Cavaliere of Baker Tilly provided the audit presentations for District 39 and 
Wilmette Community Special Education Agreement (WCSEA). 
 
Mr. Bultemeier presented the budget to actual differences for each line item. The Fiscal 
Year 2022 Budgeted Deficit amount was $(5,764,639) and the actual Fiscal Year 2022 
deficit was $(2,464,013). The June 2021 Operating Fund balance was $35,769,966 and 
the June 2022 Operating Funds balance is $33,305,953. Fiscal Year 2021 expenditure for 
the Operating Funds was $62,796,987 and Fiscal Year 2022 expenditures were 
$64,355,662. 
 

C. Long-Term Debt Planning 
Mr. Bultemeier noted the Board had indicated a desire to talk about debt service and bond 
issuance. Elizabeth Hennessy of Raymond James will attend the committee meeting in 
December to provide updated numbers and obtain firm bid amounts regarding debt 
service and bond issuance. She provided a summary of outstanding debt service tax rates 
and long-range debt strategy for members to review.  

 
V. STRATEGY ITEMS 

A. Annual Long-Term Enrollment Projections – Goal 5 
Mr. DeMonte presented this annual report. He noted enrollment decreased overall by 
11% compared to 10 years ago. Harper had a notable decline of about 36 students, while 
McKenzie numbers are expected to increase due to a new apartment building being built 
within their boundaries. Total enrollment projected (last year) at 3,273 was actually 
3,251. Elementary enrollment is projected to increase over the next five years, while 
middle school and junior high enrollments are projected to remain stable.  

   

  Members discussed the anticipated enrollment increase at McKenzie Elementary School. 
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
      None 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Policy Discussion: 2:300 Employment of Relatives of Members of the Board of 

Education 
Mr. Cesaretti had requested further discussion of Board policy referencing the 
employment of relatives of Board members. He felt the language needed further 
clarification and should include not utilizing the firms where Board members are 
employed.  
 
Discussion ensued on clarifying the language. Dr. Cremascoli noted this policy was 
pulled from the October Consent Agenda and would be brought back in November as 
first reading. The other policies presented in October would be presented for second and 
final reading in November. 

 
B. IASB Resolutions Review 

Mrs. Kim, the IASB representative for D39 Board of Education reviewed each of the 
resolutions with members to gather their opinions before the Delegate meeting at the 
Joint Annual Conference.   



            
President     Secretary 
 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

Dr. Cremascoli noted the League of Women Voters student government kick-off event is on 
January 11. Two Board members are required to attend the meeting and asked any member 
who is available to contact President Poehling.   

 
IX. ADJOURN 

Having no further business, Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Panzica, to adjourn  
the Committee of the Whole meeting. The meeting adjourned at 10:46 a.m. 

 
 
 


